
 
    Producer Enrollment 

Contract  
2020-2022 

 
This contract constitutes an agreement (the “Agreement”) between the Colorado Conservation 
Tillage Association (“CCTA”) with a mailing address of 23929 County Road 16, Kit Carson, CO 
and __________________________ (Producer) with a mailing address of 
________________________________for the purpose of enrolling in the FARMS Project as a 
☐Long-Term Practitioner or ☐Transitioning Producer.   This agreement will remain in effect 
from May 6, 2020 to December 31, 2023. 
 
Welcome to FARMS: Farmers Advancing Regenerative Management Systems! We are excited to 
offer this opportunity for producers to advance their soil health management and hope you will see 
many benefits as a result of your participation. 
 
This document outlines your responsibilities and what you can expect during the FARMS Project. 
Please review the entire document, complete necessary signatures, and return to Joni Mitchek as 
soon as possible. 

 
Article 1  Background 

FARMS: Farmers Advancing Regenerative Management Systems is an On-Farm Trials Soil 
Health Demo project managed by the Colorado Conservation Tillage Association and partners, 
including Health First, Colorado State University, and Kansas State University. FARMS is 
primarily funded by the USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service as an expansion of the 
Conservation Innovation Grants (CIG) Program, authorized by the 2018 Farm Bill. The CIG On-
Farm Trials stimulate the adoption and evaluation of innovative conservation approaches in 
partnership with agricultural producers. 
 
The CIG On-Farm Trials grants are designed to provide technical and financial assistance to 
producers to help compensate for any risks associated with implementation of new conservation 
practices. The Soil Health Demo (SHD) category of these projects are on-farm demonstrations of 
long-term, successful Soil Health Management Systems or production systems being transitioned 
to full soil health management. The objective of the SHD is to identify, document, and evaluate 
regionally successful approaches to, and outcomes of, adapting practices for transitioning to and 
adopting full SHMS in varied production systems. 
 



Article 2  Eligibility 

NRCS requires that producers participating in FARMS be EQIP eligible. This is due to the funding 
number associated with the On-Farm Trials and DOES NOT mean you will be enrolled in EQIP 
as a result of participating in FARMS. The FARMS Project is managed separately from EQIP and 
will have different requirements and expectations. These grant agreements are not EQIP contracts; 
thus, CIG awards in and of themselves are not limited by the payment limitation found at section 
1240G of the Food Security Act of 1985, 16 U.S.C. 3839aa-7 
 
To be considered EQIP eligible, Producer must: 

1. Be in compliance with the highly erodible land and wetland conservation provisions (7 
CFR Part 12).  

2. Be a person, legal entity, joint operation, Indian tribe, or native corporation who is 
engaged in agricultural production or forestry management or has an interest in the 
agricultural or forestry operation as defined in 7 CFR Part 1400.  

3. Have control of the land involved for the term of the proposed contract period. 
 
In addition, all producers must have an AGI that does not exceed $900,000 and will be required 
to have farm records established with the Farm Service Agency. 
 
Failure to remain in compliance with these eligibility requirements may result in discontinuation 
of participation in the FARMS Project. 
 
The land included in the FARMS Project must be located in eastern Colorado (east of the 
continental divide), Kansas, or Nebraska and must be considered crop land. Practices that receive 
incentive payments from FARMS must be new to the acres in question. Section 1240B of the Food 
Security Act of 1985, 16 U.S.C. 3839aa-2, prohibits duplicative payments. Accordingly, direct or 
indirect payments cannot be made for a practice for which an individual or legal entity has already 
received funds, or is contracted to receive funds through any USDA conservation program. 
 

Article 3  Participant Responsibilities 

By choosing to participate in the FARMS Project, Producer agrees to: 

Section 3.01 Application and Eligibility Paperwork 
Producer agrees to complete and verify application and eligibility paperwork as required.  All 
participants who certify land control or eligibility as Limited Resource Farmer or Rancher, 
Beginning Farmer or Rancher, or Veteran Farmer or Rancher, will provide all records necessary 
to justify their claim as requested. It is the responsibility of the Participant to provide accurate 
information to support all items addressed in their application at the request of the FARMS Project. 
False certifications are subject to criminal and civil fraud statutes.  

Section 3.02 Comprehensive Soil Health Management Plan 
Producer agrees to work with FARMS Project staff and other producers to:  



1. Complete a Comprehensive Soil Health Management Plan in Year 1 and update that Plan 
in Years 2 and 3. (see Appendix I for a sample Plan) 

a. In this plan, you will identify new conservation practices to implement and the 
details and specifications for implementation each year. 

b. Plans must address all 4 soil health principles identified by NRCS (keeping the 
soil covered, increasing biodiversity, minimizing disturbance and having a living 
root as long as possible). 

c. This plan needs to be approved by the FARMS Technical Assistance and 
Administrative staff. 

2. Implement the planned conservation practices according to the Plan. 
a. In the event implementation as scheduled is not possible or becomes a poor 

management decision (markets change drastically, unforeseen weather events 
occur, etc.), notify and work with the FARMS Project staff and Technical 
Assistants to revise the Plans as needed (revised plans must be re-approved). 

3. Assist in the verification of practices being implemented (may include providing signed 
documentation, details of implementation, photos, etc.). 

4. Help coordinate soil health sampling on their FARMS Project site in Year 1 and Year 3.  
5. Participate in FARMS social surveys as requested. These may be in the form of online 

surveys or interviews. 
6. Disclose financial information pertaining to the FARMS Project acres to assist with the 

FARMS economic analysis (see Article 6 for privacy details). This includes all 
management data (yields, inputs and their costs per acre, equipment used, sales prices of 
crops) from 2015-2024. 

7. Long-Term Practitioners Only – Fulfill the duties of a FARMS Mentor as established in 
Appendix II. 

8. Long-Term Practitioners Only – Coordinate the nutrient density sampling and testing of 
grains as appropriate. 

9. Notify the Project Manager as soon as possible if events arise that prevent further 
participation in the program (see Article 5 for termination details). 

10. Allow the use of data and photos gathered from the FARMS Project site to be used in the 
production of promotional materials and fact sheets (see Article 6 for privacy details). 

11. Attend FARMS events whenever possible (up to 3 per year) 
 

Article 4  Producer Payments 

As eligible participants in the FARMS Project, Producer’s payments are as follows: 
1. Compensation for creating/maintaining Comprehensive Soil Health Management Plan 

a. Producers are eligible to receive up to $5,000 throughout the life of the project for 
creating and managing their CSHMPs ($2,500 in Year 1, $1,500 in Year 2, and 
$1,000 in Year 3). Plans must be approved by Technical Assistants each year 
prior to eligibility and approval for payment. 

2. Per Acre Incentive Payments 
a. Each eligible soil health management practice Producer newly implements on 

FARMS Project acres will warrant a per acre incentive payment. Producer may 
receive up to $30,000 over 3 years in per acre payments.  



b. Once practices have been approved as part of the CSHMP, implemented, and 
verified by FARMS Project staff, Producer will receive one payment for their 
total per acre incentives each year of the program.  

c. All soil health testing, nutrient density testing, economic disclosure, and FARMS 
surveys must be completed in order to receive payment from FARMS. 

d. All forms, including the CSHMP and an ACH deposit form, must be up to date to 
receive payment. 

3. Long-Term Practitioners Only – Mentor Compensation and Reimbursements 
a. Rates detailed in Appendix II. 

 
Article 5  Breach of Agreement and Termination 

Section 5.01 Termination 
Producer may terminate their agreement by providing CCTA 30 days written notice. Early 
termination will result in forfeiture of any remaining payments, even if CSHMP practices have 
already been implemented in that calendar year. 

Section 5.02 Breach of Agreement 
If Producer fails to fulfill Producer’s responsibilities, they are subject to review and possible 
termination from the FARMS Project as further delineated in (c). FARMS administration will 
attempt to provide notice of required actions by Producer and send reminders to foster and 
encourage participation in the program. Upon determination that Producer has failed or will fail to 
fulfill their responsibilities under this Agreement the FARMS administration may take any of the 
following actions to attempt to assist Producer in remedying any breach of this Agreement and to 
respond to any default, alleged default or anticipated default by Producer:  

(a) Right to Cure.  
FARMS shall provide Producer with the opportunity to cure any default. Producer shall be 
allotted a reasonable amount of time to cure the default which time period will be 
determined by the FARMS administration based on the facts and circumstances of the 
particular default. FARMS administration will provide Producer with notice of the default 
of any one or more obligations which Producer is required to take under this Agreement, 
such notice shall provide Producer of the date and time for completion of the obligation 
herein (Cure Period).  

(b) Expiration of Cure Period.  
If following the Cure Period Producer remains in default under the terms of this Agreement, 
Producer shall meet with FARMS administration to develop a management plan to bring 
Producer into compliance with the terms of this agreement (Management Plan). FARMS 
in its sole and absolute discretion, shall determine the length of time necessary for Producer 
to complete the Management Plan and come into compliance with this Agreement.   

(c) Failure to Cure.  
If despite the Management Plan the Producer remains in default under this Agreement, the 
matter will be referred to the CCTA Oversight Committee. CCTA Oversight Committee 



may call a meeting with Producer and/or the FARMS administration to review the matter. 
Following a review of the matter, CCTA Oversight Committee will determine the 
appropriate actions to take to remedy the default, which may include but are not limited to, 
forfeiture of payments and benefits to Producer, Producer’s reimbursement of FARMS 
benefits received, or termination and removal of Producer from FARMS.  

 
Article 6  Privacy 

Activities performed under this award may involve access to confidential and potentially sensitive 
information about landowner issues. The term “confidential information” means proprietary 
information or data of a personal nature about an individual, or information or data submitted by 
or pertaining to an organization.  
 
The FARMS Project will follow the rules and procedures of disclosure set forth in the Privacy Act 
of 1974, 5 U.S. C. Section 552a, and implementing regulations and policies with respect to systems 
of records determined to be subject to the Privacy Act.  FARMS personnel must also comply with 
privacy of personal information relating to natural resources conservation programs in accordance 
with section 1244 of Title II of the Farm Security and Rural Investment Act of 2002 (Public Law 
107-171).  
 
The FARMS Project will comply with FPAC guidelines and requirements regarding the disclosure 
of information protected under Section 1619 of the Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008 
(PL 110-246), 7 U.S.C. 8791. 
 
The FARMS Project will use protected information only to perform work that is directly connected 
to this award. Use of the protected information to perform work that is not directly connected to 
this award is expressly prohibited. FARMS will internally restrict access to the protected 
information to only those individuals who have a demonstrated need to know the protected 
information to perform work under this award. The provisions in Section 1619 are continuing 
obligations. Even after the grant period, or when individuals currently affiliated with the project 
become no longer so affiliated, every person having been provided access to the protected 
information will continue to be legally bound to comply with these provisions. 
 
Examples of the types of information prohibited by disclosure under Section 1619 include, but are 
not limited to, the following:  

i. State identification and county number (where reported and where located).  
ii. Producer or landowner name, business full address, phone number, Social Security 
Number, and similar personal identifying information. 
iii. Farm, tract, field, and contract numbers.  
iv. Production shares and share of acres for each Farm Serial Number (FSN) field.  
v. Acreage information, including crop codes.  
vi. All attributes for Common Land Units (CLUs) in USDA's Geospatial Information 
System  
vii. Any photographic, map, or geospatial data that, when combined with other maps, can 
be used to identify a landowner.  
viii. Location of conservation practices.  

Joni Mitchek
https://www.cia.gov/library/readingroom/docs/pa.pdf



 
Section 1619 allows disclosure of “payment information (including payment information and the 
names and addresses of recipients of payments) under any Department program that is otherwise 
authorized by law”. The names and payment information of producers generally may be provided 
to the public; however, the FARMS Project shall consult with FPAC if there is any uncertainty as 
to the provision of such information.  
 
Section 1619 also allows disclosure of otherwise protected information if “the information has 
been transformed into a statistical or aggregate form without naming any—(i) individual owner, 
operator, or producer; or (ii) specific data gathering cite.” The CCTA must consult with FPAC as 
to whether specific information falls within this exception prior to relying on this exception.  
      
Producer ☐ does or ☐ does not authorize the use and disclosure of the following information 
according to the above rules for this research: 
 i. Name, business name, and location 
 ii. Farm and Tract Numbers 
 iii. Management data (yields, inputs and their costs per acre, equipment used, sales prices 

of crops) from 2015-2024 
iv. Completed social surveys and interviews 
v. Soil testing and nutrient density testing results 

      
Refusal to agree to share the data with the CCTA and project partners does not prohibit Producer 
from enrolling in EQIP programs through the regular application process. Consent to utilize data 
for research/evaluation is only necessary if Producer volunteers to be enrolled through the FARMS 
Project. 
 
Producers participating in the FARMS Project are permitted to share their project experience on 
social media provided they do not disclose personally identifiable information of other participants 
without consent from those producers. 
 
Producer ☐ does or ☐ does not authorize the use of photographs and general information to be 
used for the project website and other promotional materials. 
 

Article 7  Liability & Indemnification  

Section 7.01 Liability  
Producer on behalf of themselves and any of their heirs, agents, personal representatives, 
assignees, employees, members, partners, shareholders hereby waive release and discharge 
FARMS, CCTA, and their members, officers, employees, agents and assigns from any and all 
liability for any personal injury or death, any property damage or loss, economic injury, loss of 
income or any other injury, loss or liability arising from or attributable to this Agreement or from 
Producer’s participation in FARMS.  

Lauren Hafford
We should specify this, so producers don’t think they’re waiving the privacy rights we just listed by clicking that box 

Joni Mitchek
Informed Consent language

Joni Mitchek
This can be pretty standard informed consent language, but the consent form should be specific about what data the partners are collecting.  It’s very important that the language specifically states that refusal to agree to share the data with the USDA partner would not prohibit the producer from enrolling in the EQIP program through the regular application process.  Their consent to using their data for research/evaluation is only necessary if they want to be enrolled through the CIG On-Farm Trials study/project.



Section 7.02 Indemnification 
Producer agrees to indemnify, hold harmless, defend, and bear all costs of defending FARMS and 
CCTA, and their members, officers, employees, agents, and assigns. This indemnification includes 
any damage, loss, deficiency, or related expense from an action, suit, proceeding, demand, 
assessment, or judgment against FARMS and/or CCTA that arises from Producer’s breach, 
violation, or nonperformance of any of its representations, warranties, covenants, or agreements 
under this Agreement. 

Signatures 
I certify that I have read and agree to the terms of this Agreement. 
_________________________  __________ 
Producer Signature       Date 
 

_________________________  __________ 
Producer Signature       Date 
 

_________________________ 
Farm or Business Name 

_________________________  __________ 
FARMS Project Manager Signature    Date 
 
 
NON-DISCRIMINATION STATEMENT In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, 
offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are 
prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity 
(including gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status, family/parental 
status, income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or 
retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA 
(not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program 
or incident. Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for 
program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should 
contact the responsible Agency or USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or 
contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program 
information may be made available in languages other than English. To file a program 
discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-
3027, found online at How to File a Program Discrimination Complaint and at any USDA office 
or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in 
the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed 
form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant 
Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) 
fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov. USDA is an equal opportunity 
provider, employer, and lender.  
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